Aspects of neural plasticity in the central nervous system-II. Numerical classification in neuroanatomy.
The possibility of using taxonomic techniques to classify neuronal populations was explored. In particular, coefficients of similarity such as the Canberra metric and the Shannon diversity index were examined. The theoretical work in the field of numerical classification was adapted to the aim of characterizing various brain areas in classes according to their transmitter contents. The study of neuropeptide distribution in 15 brain areas clearly demonstrated that, of these, the hypothalamus is particularly noteworthy due to its higher neuropeptide content.